
Region 8 & The Zoom Meetings 

Cake Camera-derie and Gills Gathering’s almost came about by mistake, there was no 

plan on going into lockdown to run them. It all started because we were due to have a 

Region Meeting at the end of March. Carolyn 

felt that it was important that we still held a 

regional meeting to connect with branches 

and members, to try to answer any 

questions or problems they had. Carolyn had 

already been researching Zoom for members 

unable to get to a regional meeting. To find 

out more Carolyn downloaded their basic package and we started testing it and learning 

how it worked.  

The first meeting was between Carolyn and Gillian who loved it, as Gillian thought she 

would be able to mute Carolyn. Regrettably as Carolyn was the host she could not. A few 

days later they invited a handful of members to test it. Then a larger group mainly so 

that we could train them up so they could take it back to their members and also tutor 

other branches ready for the regional meeting.  

Both Gillian and Carolyn had noticed the effect that the meetings had on the members. 

They bantered, smiled and we could see that they felt better for just seeing a friendly 

face. So on the quick, Carolyn purchased the year’s subscription and after a short 

conversation between the three reps the two weekly meetings were arranged. Cake 

Camera-derie a name offered by the region, started first on Tuesday 31st March with 

Carolyn Harvey running a drop in session, the next week was hints and tips. Those 

attended asked for spring flowers so the third session was the beginning of a series of 

flower demos by Carolyn. This sparked our 1st competition of a display of spring flowers 

based on the flowers demonstrated. Gill’s 

Gatherings kicked off on the 7th May with Kelsie 

Hall talking about competitions and how they are 

judged. We now have between 40 and 60 people 

joining us at each session. Over the weeks we 

have had demonstrators: Dawn Butler, Cassie 

Brown, Georgie Godbold, Fiona Mackie, Sam 

Hamer, David Close, Nicky Fuller, Sarah Mason, 

Judith Lynn, Estelle Mann, Annemarie McNamarra, Cecilia Young, Alyson Reynolds, 

Jacqui Kelly, Miriam Pearson, and our newly accredited BSG demonstrator Sue Varnals, 

giving their time and expertise to demonstrate for members across the country during 

this difficult time. 

From the 30th July we started charging as we felt that it is only right that demonstrators 

are paid for their knowledge and time. We tried to keep the fee as low as possible 

mindful that many of our members are pensioners or where on low incomes. 

As self isolating ends, we will be cutting back slightly on the number of meetings per 

month as people start to get back to work and see members of their families.  

The feedback we received from many members of the group was really incredible and 

touched our hearts. We have become a family over the weeks and we really miss 

members when they don’t come to a meeting. 



We would like to offer our sincere thanks to all the people who have so kindly given their 

time and support many for free. Especially Carolyn who never disappoints and can 

always pull a rabbit out of a hat when needed.  The problem can be stopping her as 

more than one meeting overran, she always has something else to show the meeting. 

On behalf of the ladies and gentlemen who have been coming to our meeting, thank you 

all.  

In September and October we have Nicky Fuller 

and Dereick Ruston, Lindy Smith, Dawn 

McAtasney, Ribana Cristescu, Justine Talbot and 

our wonderful Carolyn Harvey. Please watch our 

website and Facebook page for details on what we 

have booked for the future and we look forward to 

seeing you. 

 

Sarah Mason’s Beautiful Roses 

 

Carolyns Harvey Broidery Anglaise, Old Men in a Chair & Little Chief  

Estelle Mann made Maureen Tothills Bas Relief Bunny 


